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of the Nationalist Reformist parties in dependent territories was needed.
The new policy was formally proclaimed at the Seventh Comintern
Congress in 1935 and in its relation to India, was crystallized in an article
entitled 'The Anti-Imperialist Front in India* written by the British
Communists, Dutt and Bradley. The new thesis assumed that there were
two wings of the Indian National Congress; the right wing under Gandhi
was reactionary and must be fought; but the left wing, in which Jawa-
harlal Nehru was regarded as the moving spirit, was declared to be a suit-
able ally. Communists were to join the Indian National Congress as
individual members while continuing their own independent activities
outside it. 'Both within and without the National Congress the Indian
Communists must consolidate all the genuine anti-imperialist forces of
the country. . . .' 'All elements . . . who are prepared to break up the
co-operation with imperialism and accept the programme of the national
struggle are welcome to the Communist front/ The Party was, in fact,
to adopt the 'rightist' strategy.
The Congress Socialist Party commended itself as a particularly suit-
able ally, partly because its ideology was close to that of die Communists,
and partly because it still remained both technically and in reality a branch
of the Indian National Congress. Membership of the Congress Socialist
Party would thus give the Communists automatic entry into the main
National Party. The leaders of the Congress Socialist Party had in fact
made overtures to the Communist Party of India in 1934 and no obstacles
were put in the way of the Communists who joined the Congress Socialist
Party in increasing numbers. They rapidly acquired a position out of all
proportion to their numbers in that organization. They also aroused
hostility by the obvious insincerity of their alliance. In 1937 the Socialist
leaders came into possession of a frank statement in which the Communist
Party of India declared that the Congress Socialist Party was not a true
Socialist party, and was only to be used for propaganda purposes. This
led to an open rupture, but it was not until 1940 that the Socialists sum-
moned up the courage to expel the Communists. By that time the Con-
gress Socialist Party in Kerala, Andhra, and Tamilnad was almost entirely
under Communist Control. When the Communists were turned out of
the Congress Socialist Party, they took the organization in those parties
with them. This fact was to be of significance after the War.
Of more permanent irriportance than the Communist alliance with the
Congress Socialist Party was the opportunity it gave them for strengthen-
ing their position in the All-India Trade Union Congress. Nowhere was
the switch from the left to the right strategy more marked than in this